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The Fierce Green Fire 
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program 
Volume 2, Issue 10 
Professor Lane’s Newest Book   
     My Paddle To The Sea is a 
personal narrative about what you 
can do to recover when nature gets 
a little too wild, a little too real. 
     It’s a book about recovering my 
balance.  Simply put, several 
months after a tragic rafting 
accident in Costa Rica in which our 
guide and one guest died in a rain-
swollen white water river, I decided 
to get back on the adventure horse 
and paddle 300 river miles from my 
backyard to the ocean. 
     I decided to do this with two 
good friends, creating a tag-team 
effort to get me to the sea.   
     What I found along the way was 
a Southeastern backcountry of wild 
lands, vanished towns, raging 
waters (there were torrential rains 
for 7 out of 11 days), and characters 
that Mark Twain would have 
envied. 
     Along the way I couldn’t forget 
the tragedy on that Costa Rican 
river, but my journey allowed me to 
put the accident in some sort of life 
context. 
     I discovered that those who are 
lucky enough to dodge bullets and 
survive still have to paddle around 
the next bend. 
     Professor Lane’s experience has been 
documented in the film, River Time, by 
Chris Cogan and Tom Byars, which 
will premiere on November 28th at 
7:00pm at The Showroom. Visit 
http://rivertimefilm.com/ for the 
trailer. 
 
 
Hub City Farmer’s 
Market 
Sponsored by Alpha Phi Omega’s 
National Service Week 
November 10th at 11:00am in 
front of Old Main 
Come out and support healthy 
living and sustainable 
communities. 
John Lane (left) with 
his paddling crew, 
Steve Patton (center) 
and Venable Vermont, 
and their canoe at The 
Showroom. 
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
GRAD SCHOOL PROFILE: 
University of Miami – Rosenstiel School of Marine & Atmospheric Science 
 
     Located on Virginia Key, Florida, the Rosenstiel 
School of Marine & Atmospheric Science (RSMAS) 
was begun in the 1940’s and has grown to become 
“one of the leading academic oceanographic and 
atmospheric research institutions in the world.”  
The 65-acre campus encompasses a marine research 
and educational park, along with two NOAA 
laboratories and a marine and science technology 
high school. 
     The Masters of Professional Science Program 
(MPS) is for students seeking advanced training in 
marine and atmospheric science.  MPS offers areas of 
study in Applied Marine Physics, Marine Affairs and 
Policy, Marine Biology and Fisheries, Marine and 
Atmospheric Chemistry, Marine Geology and 
Geophysics, or Meteorology and Physical 
Oceanography.  MPS is a professional degree rather 
than a traditional, research-based MS degree and is 
geared toward those students who seek employment 
that requires scientific knowledge and professional 
skills.   
     Visit their website, http://mps.rsmas.miami.edu/. 
 November 12th 
  
Hub City Farmer’s Market: The Saturday of the season, 8:00am-noon, located at 
the Magnolia Street Train Depot (just 2 blocks from campus).  Shop for locally 
grown, seasonal fruits and vegetables, and much more.  Visit www.hubcityfm.org. 
 
  
November 12th Wild & Scenic Film Festival:  Presented by Upstate Forever and Chapman Cultural 
Center to raise awareness of environmental issues and the importance of clean air 
and water in the upstate. Doors open at 12:00pm with door prizes and gear 
giveaways.  Ticket price: $10, available at Upstate Forever, 327-0090, or David W. 
Reid Theater lobby the day of the event. 
November 14th “Some We Love, Some We Hate, Some We Eat”:  3:00pm-5:00pm in Leonard 
Auditorium.  Speaker Hal Herzog, Professor of Psychology at Western Carolina 
University, will talk about his book, which is a perspective on our complex 
relationship with other species.  Following this talk, Herzog will be at the Hub City 
Bookshop to give a brief talk and book signing.  This event is co-sponsored by 
Philosophy and ENVS. 
November 17th Green Steps “Meet-and-Greet” and Workshop:  Environmental Education Association 
of South Carolina is hosting this event for anyone interested in networking and 
learning what resources and training are available for environmental education in 
Spartanburg County.  Meet-and-Greet starts at 4:00pm and the workshop begins at 
5:00pm in the Barrett Room at the Spartanburg Headquarters Library.  RSVP to Jes 
Sdao at (864) 814-2471 or spartanburgswcd@yahoo.com. 
Friends of Piedmont Audubon:  Dr. Bill Bledsoe, veterinarian, will discuss new 
federal laws and policies and the rescue and rehabilitation of birds, including a 
recently discovered Bald Eagle.  7:30pm at St. Francis Anglican Church on Webber 
Road near Jesse Boyd elementary.  Optional: dinner before the meeting at Boston 
Pizzeria at 6:00pm.  
 November 17th 
 November 21st “Adventures Among Ants”:  Mark Moffett talks about his book with a book signing 
following the lecture.  6:00pm at the Spartanburg Headquarters Library. 
